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Anzio R.I.S.E. for the OCEAN is a participatory art and science
project that engages fisherfolk, migrant workers, and local
residents to tackle marine pollution caused by single-use
expanded polystyrene (EPS) fish crates. The initiative promotes
the adoption of 3,000 reusable eco-crates, combining citizen
science, artistic co-creation, and supply-chain innovation to
reduce waste at its source. Participants monitor the crates’
journey, collect environmental and social data, take part in
clean-ups and art workshops, and create a public harbour
installation from discarded EPS. The project concludes with a
community festival and a digital toolkit to support replicable,
community-led coastal resilience.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MyJ1wP0wlGo
https://youtu.be/MyJ1wP0wlGo


Anzio R.I.S.E. Festival - Location: Port of Anzio
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Anzio R.I.S.E. Festival - Location: Port of Anzio - Rome
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Festival Anzio R.I.S.E - Art work by the artist Dadara
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xAnzio Rise for the Ocean is a Participatory Art
Initiative (PAI) supported by PartArt4OW that
combines science, art, and citizen participation to
address the critical issue of styrofoam pollution in
Porto d’Anzio.
Marcello Dato explains how a five-month accelerator
program led to the discovery that styrofoam is an
outdated logistics system that poses a severe risk to
the marine environment, fragmenting into micro-
plastics and affecting flora and fauna.
By "weaving within the fabric" of the local
community, the project engaged fishers, restaurants,
and families through cultural labs and the "Adopt a
Fish Crate" campaign during the traditional
"Mazzama fish market". The initiative culminated in a
collaborative artwork with world-renowned artist
Dadara, using 200 discarded fish crates to shake
minds and communicate on a "natural ground" where
everyone can meet at the same eyesight.
This mission reflects the Sailing Lab's broader goal of
documenting coastal communities' emotional
attachment to the sea and fostering collective action
against the "wicked problems" facing our oceans today



“Mazzama Day” Anzio R.I.S.E. Marcello Dato Project Coordinator
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“Mazzama Day”  Reusable fish crates,  Anzio R.I.S.E 
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“Mazzama Day” - “Adopts a Fish Crate” campaign  - Anzio R.I.S.E.
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"Mazzama Day' initiative: 'Adopt a Fish Crate', delivering reusable crates to Anzio 

fishermen." - Anzio R.I.S.E.
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“Mazzama Day”  implementation of reusable fish crates at the dock - Anzio R.I.S.E.
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Anzio Port R.I.S.E. Hub – "Adopt a Crate" stand
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Anzio Port R.I.S.E. Hub – "Against Polystyrene" art-lab
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Anzio R.I.S.E. Art-laboratory at the Port Hub 
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"Clean Port Operation” in collaboration with Legambiente- Anzio R.I.S.E.
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